RGS-IBG Conference

August 2009 

People’s Plans: opportunities for radical planning in the 21st Century?

Talks, films and discussions
Wednesday 26 August

4.30 to 6.30pm (4.30 for refreshments, workshop starts 4.50)
Venue: Grove Village Community Centre

19 Guide Post Rd, Ardwick, Manchester, M13 9HP
As the global economic crisis bites ever harder, development pressure on local neighbourhoods shifts and new challenges unfold. Given the concerning trend of the prioritisation of financial capital over local social, cultural and economic aspirations in planning processes (in short, neoliberalism), this raises new challenges, but also opportunities. ‘People’s plans’, as they are often termed, are an alternative way in which local people (not officials), seek to articulate alternative futures for their neighbourhoods in the face of these various and shifting pressures.
This workshop brings together people who have been involved in developing and implementing alternative plans to discuss how they did it and what impacts they think they had. The workshop has two aims: first, to enable people’s plan practitioners to share their experiences thereby building networks; and second, to generate a knowledge resource about the impact of people’s plans to disseminate more widely.
The RGS-IBG (Royal Geographical Society- Institute of British Geographers) conference is an annual meeting of geographers from the UK and internationally. The conference is being hosted this year at the University of Manchester. However, some sessions of the conference (such as this one) are operating alongside the main conference events as open access sessions.
People’s Plans is a free event, open to anybody. It will involve some short talks from people who have developed and organised people’s plans in their own neighbourhoods. There will be plenty of time for discussion, networking and sharing information and experiences. We welcome your participation.
Speakers:

Wendy Keenan, Wards Corner Coalition (London)

See this link: http://wardscorner.wikispaces.com/ 
Sylvia Wilson, Homes Under Threat (Nelson)

See this link: http://www.fightforourhomes.com/ 
Julia Udall, Sharrow Community Forum (Sheffield)

See this link: http://www.sharrowcf.org.uk/ 
Larch Maxey, Keith Halfacree and Lewis Holloway (Lammas and the Ecological Land Cooperative)

See this link: http://www.lammas.org.uk/ 
Session organiser:

Planners Network UK (PNUK), contact Libby Porter at the University of Glasgow, l.porter@lbss.gla.ac.uk
See this link: www.pnuk.org.uk
