Potential research topics and skills needed for retail planning

Collated from PNUK supermarkets meeting notes Jan 29th 2010
Potential research topics

· Job impacts; real net change in retail FTE (full-time equivalent) before and after opening of major stores

· Retail impacts post store opening. Specifically - 

· Case studies of retail impacts of edge of centre market town retail developments. Market towns often have the most to lose from badly handled competition scenarios and also have the most vociferous communities, and make useful case studies.

· Price comparisons between independents and supermarkets 

· Potential ideas around availability of data nationally on supermarket and other retail applications and decisions; land ownership data; and applicant identity in the light of new fascia test. (see meeting notes for fuller details)

· Analysis of ‘anchor’ role and other impacts of edge of town centre locations. 

· Analysis of supply chain elements to support economic diversity, including whether and how loss of supply chain elements can be reversed. Stirling University report out soon on economic diversity, commissioned by the Association of Convenience Stores).

· Overall production/distribution/consumption as a whole, supply chains, and how small enterprises fit into these.

· Explore the definition of competition within retail policy – we think it needs to be expanded, not just market shares among big 4.  Barriers to entry for small traders and terms of competition between big and small traders are missing dimensions. (Note free parking at big stores as a 'distortion of competition')

· Definition (or lack of) of net floorspace and how this can be used/abused within the system.

· Internet-based and other "special forms of trading" (home delivery, box schemes and sometimes markets) – impacts of these and relationships with ‘traditional’ retail.

Skills needed for planners – to be incorporated into planning training/qualifications

· Specialism in retail for planners - CPD issues for planners and planning schools.

· Understanding the relevance and importance of the dynamics of the locality in order to inform planning

· Understanding of the importance of and mechanisms for involving citizens in determination of the future development of their area, including the LDF process. 

· Generally - challenging the dominance of corporate interests, reaffirming the importance of planning and citizen-based visions.

